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In every age, we are called to respond 
to the needs of our neighbors with 
faith and compassion. Today, that call 
feels especially urgent. In the face of 

uncertainty, I am reminded daily that the work of Catholic 
Charities is sustained by grace, and by people, like you, 
who answer the call with open hearts.

We transform lives. A person seeking a second chance 
is met with dignity. A family facing hardship finds 
stability. These moments are profound expressions of 
Christ’s presence in our world, made possible through 
your generosity.

This year, we celebrate the 40th anniversary of Providence 
House in Ocean County, where compassion has long been 
a refuge for those escaping violence and uncertainty. Our 
dedicated team walks alongside survivors, offering not only 
protection, but hope and renewal. Committed to mercy and 
justice, we become instruments of lasting change.

I invite you to see stories shared here not as individual 
journeys, but as part of something greater – a shared 
mission rooted in faith, guided by love. Together, we are 
strengthening the fabric of our communities and affirming 
the dignity of every person.

With deep gratitude and blessings,

In these trying times of governmental 
funding cuts, serving those in 
need has become more difficult. 
That is why, as Bishop of the 

Diocese of Trenton, I am so very grateful to the board, 
administration, staff, volunteers and benefactors who 
continually make the presence of Christ and the service 
of Catholic Charities possible for those most in need. 

In contrast to what is happening all around us, at 
Catholic Charities, compassion continues to provide 
the foundation for care. Individuals needing a fresh 
start or a second chance, receive services with 
understanding and without judgement.

I would be remiss if I did not mention Providence 
House in Ocean County is celebrating a significant 
anniversary. Its cadre of dedicated professionals 
has enabled us to mark 40 years of protecting and 

supporting survivors of domestic abuse. Since opening 
their doors in 1986, they have shepherded thousands 
of women, children and men through dark days toward 
brighter, safer futures.

I hope you recognize the significance of your part in 
this work. I certainly do and am exceedingly grateful. 
By supporting Catholic Charities, you are contributing 
to the well-being of families across the diocese. 
Through your support, Catholic Charities will never 
stop serving our brothers and sisters in need.

Thank you! May God bless you, Catholic Charities and 
all those we serve!

Gratefully yours in the Lord, 

Most Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M., J.C.D.
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from the BISHOP OF TRENTON

Board of Trustees
Most Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M.  
President, Bishop of Trenton
Michael W. Herbert – Chair
Dolores Kelley – Vice-Chair
Marlene Laó-Collins – Secretary
Debbra Elko – Treasurer
Josephine R. Esquivel
John W. Galuchie, Jr.
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Gervasio
Darleen Gillespie
Megan Gordon
Walter Hopkin
John J. Kuchinski
Hitesh Patel
Brenda L. Rascher
Kathleen Reilly
Christen Sachs
Madelyn Tusay

Publisher: Jennifer Leip
Editor: Victoria Cranga
Writer: Hollis Painting
Designer: Miroslav Farina                        

383 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08618 
(609) 394–5181                 

The Spirit is published quarterly 
by Catholic Charities, Diocese of                                        
Trenton’s Development and                             
Marketing Team.                                                                       

Marlene Laó-Collins



3The Spirit — Summer 2026

A Los Angeles resident, Kevin was 
nearly 2,800 miles away from his 
sister, Shelia, when he learned 
she had been transferred from 
her assisted living facility in Mount 
Laurel to a hospital. Unable to travel 
to New Jersey, he managed his 
74‑year‑old sister’s care from afar, 
doing everything he could to stay 
involved during her final days.

When Shelia passed away on 
April 25, Kevin began making 
funeral arrangements, hoping 
to have her buried with their 
family at St. Charles Cemetery 
in Farmingdale, NY. To proceed, 
he needed documentation 
confirming that Shelia was Catholic 
but locating the records proved 
unexpectedly difficult. Phone calls 

went unanswered, messages 
weren’t returned and every 
attempt to track down the 
necessary paperwork led to 
another dead end. Grieving 
and overwhelmed, Kevin felt 
his frustration growing.

That’s when he reached 
out to Catholic Charities, 
where he connected with 

Francesca Valentin, Program 
Coordinator of Parish Services. 
“Thankfully, we were able to 
connect all the dots and make it 
work,” Francesca said.

Working together with Brenda 
Rascher, Executive Director of the 
Office of Catholic Social Services for 
the Diocese of Trenton, Francesca 
helped Kevin locate Shelia’s 
baptismal certificate from Our Lady 
of Cenacle Parish in Richmond Hill, 
NY. They also confirmed that Shelia 
had been a member of St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Toms River while living with 
her mother. 

With this documentation secured, 
Parish Services stepped in to cover 
the remaining funeral expenses not 
paid by Medicaid, ensuring Shelia 
could be laid to rest beside her 
parents and brother. “I was happy 

to be able to help and support 
Kevin through this time so that he 
could bury his sister alongside 
their parents and another brother,” 
Francesca said.

The Parish Services program 
provides compassionate, practical 
support to individuals and families 
referred by their parish.
Services include:
•	 Guidance & case management 

helps people navigate complex 
personal or financial challenges.

•	 Referrals to community resources  
connect individuals with local 
programs that can assist with 
housing, food, healthcare and more.

•	 Financial assistance up to 
$500 offers a safety net during 
moments of crisis.
“Sometimes people just need a 

little help to keep things on track,” 
Francesca explained. “It’s a safety 
net for people, that they didn’t know 
was there. It’s also a reminder that 
you’re never alone in your struggles.”

C O M M U N I T Y  
S E R V I C E S

2025 HIGHLIGHTS

100,082 
Visits to our food pantries

120 
Families received Supplemental 

Nutrition Program Assistance (SNAP)

512
Elderly residents received help with 

home repairs

1,056 
People assisted in obtaining                   

permanent housing

563
Rent and utility payments made

PARISH SERVICES HELPS                                                                 
California Resident Lay Sister to Rest

▲  Francesca Valentin (left) with 
Brenda Rascher.   

FOR INFORMATION on Parish 
Services, please contact Francesca 
Valentin at 732–363–5322 x3232 
or fvalentin@cctrenton.org.
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WITH THE RIGHT SUPPORT                                                                            
Joseph Is Finding His Way Forward

▲  Director of Burlington Community Services Taharqa Ramses (right) is 
glad to have Joseph on his team because he is willing to do whatever 
is necessary to get the job done.

▲  From stocking shelves, to shredding, there’s                                                                                                                                          
     always work to be done at the Burlington Food                                                                                                                                             
     Pantry. Joseph is always ready to lend a hand.  
  

standout quarterback, leading the 
Privateers to an undefeated season 
and an Eastern Collegiate Football 
Conference Championship.

Everything changed during 
his junior year. As a First Class 
Cadet, Joseph began experiencing 
depression that steadily drained 

Growing up, Joseph dreamed of 
serving in the U.S. Coast Guard. 
He enrolled at Maritime College in 
New York, majoring in International 
Transportation and Trade and was 
well on his way to achieving that 
goal. By his sophomore year, he 
had become the football team’s 

his motivation and focus. 
He stopped attending 
classes and spent most 
days isolated in his dorm 
room. Eventually, the 
weight of his symptoms 
forced him to withdraw 
from school.

NEEDING TO MAKE 
A NEW PLAN
After leaving college, 
Joseph joined the 
workforce as a 
carpenter in a local 
union. But new 
challenges emerged. 
He began experiencing 
hallucinations and delusions, 
including hearing voices. 
“Sometimes, I thought God was 
talking to me,” he said. One night, 
the voices made him feel unsafe, 
leading to a serious altercation 
with a roommate. Following the 
incident, Joseph was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia.

Schizophrenia is a serious 
behavioral health condition 
that typically develops in young 

adulthood. Individuals living with 
it often require lifelong treatment, 
which may include medication, 
therapy and ongoing support.

Because of his symptoms, 
Joseph was hospitalized several 
times. Following his 2021 release 
at age 28, he connected with 



Catholic Charities, where he 
found the stability and support he 
needed. For the past five years, he 
has lived in a group home operated 
by the Integrated Behavioral Health 
Services (IBHS) team. He shares 
a residence in Willingboro with 
five other men who have similar 
diagnoses. Residential counselors 
are on hand to support residents 
with whatever they need.

Joseph also participates in    
group therapy through the Partial 
Care Program in Westampton. 
“They teach things like coping 
strategies. Right now, they are 
helping me get over my anxiety,”   
he said. Catholic Charities launched 
its Partial Care program in 1972 to 
provide psychiatric rehabilitation 
services to individuals with complex 
behavioral health needs.

MOVING FORWARD AND 
HELPING OTHERS
Since moving into the group home 
and receiving services through 
IBHS, Joseph says he feels like 
he’s on a better path. “I am on 

the right medications now and 
not hearing voices anymore,” he 
shared. “My counselors are great!”

Recently, Joseph accepted 
a position with our Community 
Services team. He works in the 
Burlington food pantry and drives 

the delivery truck, stocking 
shelves, picking up donations and 
helping people transition into their 
new homes. “I like having a job 
where I get to help people,” he 
said. “It makes me happy.”

Taharqa Ramses, director of 
Burlington Community Services, 
is grateful to have Joseph on the 
team. “He is a hard worker and 
you can tell he’s committed to 
making a positive difference in the 
lives of others.”

“I like having a 
job where I get 
to help people. 

It makes me 
happy.” FOR INFORMATION on programs             

that support individuals with 
significant behavioral health 
diagnoses, call 800–360–7711.

▲  Joseph enjoys his role with the Community Services team in Burlington                                                                                                                                       
     County. Several days a week, he’s on the road picking up and                                                                                                                                              
     delivering food donations.  
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INTEGRATED BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH SERVICES

2025 HIGHLIGHTS 

4,252
People served through counseling               

and mental health programs

13,737
Received care coordination through our 

Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic

13,189 
People received transportation assistance

5,300 
Hours of employment related                 

services provided

327 
People served through residential services

1,676
Number of crisis services   

provided to individuals

3,039
People received specialty psychiatric           

and nursing services

909 
Individuals received substance use treatment
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designed with healing in mind, 
includes dedicated therapy rooms 
for children, complete with art and 
music spaces, as well as storage 
for donated food, clothing and 
essentials contributed by the 
community. It also houses offices 
for a team of skilled advocates, 
clinicians and administrative staff 
who keep the program running 
every day.

At a separate, confidential 
location, the program maintains 
a 27‑bed safe house. Here, 
survivors enter a secure, peaceful 
environment free from threats 
and violence. They receive food, 
clothing, toiletries and other 
necessities at no cost. Clinicians 
and counselors are available 
around the clock to help calm the 
fear and uncertainty that often 
accompany crisis.

At the heart of the program is a 
remarkable team of compassionate 
professionals who have dedicated 
their careers to creating a nurturing 
space where survivors can breathe, 
recover and rebuild. Their work 
ensures that every person who 
walks through the door is met with 

Getting out of an abusive 
relationship can be dangerous, 
even life-threatening. It may mean 
starting over somewhere new with 
nothing. For the past 40 years, 
Providence House Domestic 
Violence Services in Ocean County 
has stood as a beacon of hope, 
guiding individuals and families 
fleeing abuse to safety. 

THE STORY BEHIND                       
THE PROGRAM
In 1986, when Ocean County Board 
of Commissioners wanted to create 
a program to support residents 
experiencing domestic abuse, 
they turned to Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Trenton. At the time, the 
agency had already spent eight 
years operating Providence House 
in Burlington County. What began 
in a small office in Toms River grew 
into a vital lifeline for survivors in 
Ocean County.

Over the past four decades, 
the program has developed into 
a comprehensive, countywide 
network of services. A spacious 
counseling center in Whiting, NJ, 

dignity, safety and the support 
needed to begin again.

DECADES OF DEDICATION 
AND WISDOM
Clinician Ellen D’Elia began as 
an intern at Providence House 
in 1989. She was a student at 
Stockton University working on her 
bachelor’s degree in social work. 
“The entire program was run out 
of one small office,” she said. “We 
had two folding tables and four 
phones. There were four of us. And 
back then, you did everything. You 
did intake, you’d go to court with 
the clients. If a kid needed clothes, 
you went shopping.” The security 

system consisted of a peephole in 
the front door. 

In 1990, Mary Pettrow, 
now Service Area Director of 
Children and Family Services, 
first connected with the program 
through a serendipitous encounter. 
She had accompanied her 
mother, Carol Marks, to the 
newly constructed safe house 
to measure windows for curtains 
being donated by the Soroptimists 
International Club of Toms River. 
During that visit, Mary learned that 
Providence House was preparing 
to launch a legal advocacy 
program. By the time she left, she 
had been offered a job.

▲  The theme of the 40th Anniversary celebration was Planting Seeds of 
Hope – a fitting analogy to the healing and growth the team fosters 
every day in survivors.  

PROVIDENCE HOUSE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES                     
in Ocean County Celebrates 40 Years                                                                 



“I had to promise to stay for 
at least a year,” she recalled. She 
stayed for three, eventually leaving 
to become a probation officer. Even 
after moving on, Mary remained 
closely connected as a volunteer, 
continuing to support a mission 
she had taken to heart. In 1999, she 
returned, this time as the Outreach 
Program Supervisor, rejoining 
the team with an unwavering 
commitment to the families the 
program serves.

Deborah Stellhorn joined 
Providence House in 1995, and 
like many of her colleagues, she 
has worn a number of hats over 
the years. “I started as a childcare 
worker,” she recalled. From there, 
her roles expanded to supervising 
case manager, children’s therapist 
and safe house coordinator, 
each position deepening her 
understanding of the program and 
the families it serves.

In 2003, she was asked to write 
a short description of the children’s 
program for a grant application. 
That small assignment opened 
the door to a new chapter in her 
career. Soon after, she transitioned 

into grants and contract 
management, discovering a talent 
for securing the resources that 
keep the program strong.

Today, Debbie serves as the 
Director of Grants Administration 
for all of Children and Family 
Services, ensuring that Providence 
House and many other programs 
have the funding and the support 
needed to meet the needs of the 
families served.

Program Director Danielle Meyer 
began her journey with Providence 
House in 2000 while she was still 
in college. She worked part‑time as 
a substitute case-aide in the safe 
house. A decade later she found 
herself leading the safe house 
during one of the most challenging 
moments in the program’s history: 
Superstorm Sandy. “We had no 
power for 12 days. The residents 
living in the house had to be 

relocated to the Burlington safe 
house,” she recalled. Her steady 
leadership helped guide both staff 
and survivors through the crisis.

In 2019, Danielle stepped into 
the role of Program Director, just 
months before the COVID‑19 
pandemic began. Once again, 
she navigated unprecedented 
challenges, ensuring that services 
remained available to those who 
needed them most.

ROCK STEADY, STEELY 
STRENGTH
The uncertainty of the early days of 
the pandemic tested the mettle of 
the entire team. “Within two weeks of 
the shutdown, one of our residents 
got sick. And we had to keep them in 
the safe house,” Mary recalled. “We 
felt like we were taking our lives into 
our hands to come in. But this job 
requires us to come to work.”

▲  The women of Providence House know they can count on one another                                                                                                                                          
     for support and guidance when the emotional weight of the work feels heavy.
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C H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I LY 
S E R V I C E S

2025 HIGHLIGHTS 

1,168 
Families received crisis intervention                      

and stabilization services

10,969
Children and adults received                            

counseling and support services for trauma

1,215
Individuals received immigration                     
support and counseling services

3,378
Individuals received domestic violence 

counseling, education and legal assistance

13,690 
Nights of shelter provided

32,243 
Individuals assisted by New Jersey 

Statewide Student Support Services in 
Mercer County 

114,629 
Individual contacts provided by             

Children and Family Services

continued on page 8

▲  
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each other. We remind each other, 
when things get hard, that this job 
can be really beautiful. We make 
people’s lives so much better. It’s 
exponential, there’s a ripple effect.”

And while the work can be heavy, 
the team has celebrated countless 
joyful moments with families staying 
in the safe house. There have been 
many graduation parties, Sweet 16s, 
baby showers and milestones that 
mark new beginnings. “We are lucky 
to have jobs that are meaningful,” 
said Ellen. “It’s a privilege to be here. 
It really is.”

WHAT KEEPS THEM                 
COMING BACK
“We’ve had clients who have lived 
through the worst physical violence. 
And two years later, they are living 
their best lives,” Ellen said. “Lots of 

Even without natural disasters or 
national upheaval, domestic violence 
is demanding work. It carries an 
emotional weight, and staff are 
vulnerable to secondary or vicarious 
trauma. Every day, team members 
listen, without judgment, to survivors 
recounting some of the most painful 
experiences of their lives. They offer 
calm reassurance, steady guidance, 
helping each person move toward 
safety and stability.

“I’ve been doing this work my 
whole adult life, my entire career,” 
Danielle said. “The team we have 
here are people who have been 
here a long time. We can do hard 
things because we have each other.”

“Our bond goes so much 
deeper than simply co‑workers,” 
Mary added. “We show up for 

people thrive once they are away 
from their abuser. And that’s what 
we have to focus on. Things get 
better. Otherwise, I don’t know how 
you could do this work.”

“The social justice aspect of this 
work fuels us,” Mary added. “People 
have a right to live in peace.” While 
the team doesn’t always hear from 
clients after they move on, the 
moments when they do reconnect 
can be profoundly affirming. 

For Danielle, it’s the camaraderie 
that keeps her grounded. “I look 
forward to coming in to the people 
I work with,” she said. “We have 
good boundaries. When the work 
is hard, we are here for each other. 
I also appreciate the people out 
in the community who are always 
trying to spread the word and raise 
money to support us.”

Providence House was built 
on the belief that safety is a right, 
healing is possible and every 
survivor deserves a chance to 
begin again. That belief has carried 
the team through four decades of 
change and challenge; it continues 
to guide them today. Their work 
is not easy, but it is essential. And 
as long as there are people in 
Ocean County who need refuge, 
advocacy and hope, Providence 
House will be here. Steadfast. 
Compassionate. Unshakeable. A 
haven for anyone ready to step out 
of fear and into a new life.

FOR INFORMATION about how 
you can support Providence House in 
Ocean County, please contact Laurie 
Toole at 732–350–2120 x8419.

K

CASINO
Cheers to Summer

NIGHT

Thank You for your generous support  

Anonymous
Michael and Ellen Brogan 

Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine
The Curchin Group, LLC

Val and Lucy Formica
Gavan General Contracting

Manasquan Bank
Robert and Diana Powderly
Seashore Counseling P.C.

FULL HOUSEROYAL FLUSH
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“I wasn’t a bad kid. I tried to get 
into sports, like basketball…” 
Darryl shrugs as he remembers 
his childhood. Growing up in 
Plainsboro as the oldest of five, he 
started selling drugs as a teen to 
make money. Being surrounded by 
substance use, he eventually began 
using as well.

Now 58, Darryl has spent much of 
his life struggling with substance use.  

About a year ago, everything 
changed. The mother of his six-
year-old daughter passed away 
from complications related to sickle 
cell anemia. Darryl knew he needed 
to rebuild his life. To gain custody of 
his daughter, he had to complete a 
rehabilitation program and commit 
to staying substance‑free.

“My daughter is really fragile,” 
he said. She has autism and 
gastrointestinal conditions. “The 
only thing she has on her side is her 
Daddy. I have to be here for her.”

MAKING THE NECESSARY 
CHANGES
“In recovery, there’s a saying: 
‘People, places, things,’” Darryl 
explained. “The people you hung 
out with, the places you go when 

you were using… you have to cut 
them all out to stay on track. That’s 
what I had to do.”

One of the biggest changes he 
needed was a safe, stable place to 
live. Through the Monmouth County 
Office of Social Services, Darryl 
learned about Catholic Charities’ 
emergency transitional housing 
program, Linkages, in Tinton Falls.  

Linkages turned out to be exactly 
what he needed. The apartments 
have kitchens, laundry facilities 
on site and a large playground 
gives families space to breathe. 
Most importantly, the Linkages 
team provides support and case 
management to help residents 
access community resources and 
build toward independence.

“They have a really good staff 
here,” Darryl said. “They really listen 
to you. They want to make sure you 
can be successful when you leave. 
There’s no cutting corners.”

Case Manager, Kim Evlin 
connected Darryl with the Senior 
Community Service Employment 

Program 
(SCSEP), a 
federally funded initiative that 
provides part‑time employment 
and training for low‑income, 
unemployed seniors. Participants 
gain skills through community 
service placements at nonprofit and 
public agencies.

Through SCSEP, Darryl began 
working 20 hours a week at 
Linkages, helping with maintenance 
around the 29‑unit complex.  

“Darryl is very handy and a hard 
worker,” said Program Director, 
Stacey DePoe. “This is a good 
match for us and for him.”  

His responsibilities include 
preparing apartments for new 
residents and keeping the grounds 
clean and welcoming.

CARING FOR HIS DAUGHTER 
IS HIS MOTIVATION
Parenting a six‑year‑old with 
significant medical needs is 
demanding. She has been hospitalized 
several times this year, and doctor’s 
appointments are frequent.  

“I’ve got a lot on my plate,” 
Darryl said. “But the people here are 
working with me. My case workers, 
like Rosanna, go above and beyond.”
His daughter uses a feeding tube to 
ensure she gets enough nutrients, 
and Darryl is working hard to help 
her eat more on her own. “I really 
want her to get healthier. So we’re 
always trying new things.”
He beams when he talks about her. 
“She really is smart. Right now she’s 
learning to read. When she sees me 
in the kitchen, she wants to help, 
stirring, adding ingredients. She 
loves being part of it.”
Darryl is setting goals and planning 
for the future. “I feel good that I’m 
doing things the right way now.”

LINKAGES GIVES THIS FATHER                                                   
a Safe Place to Begin Again

Darryl is grateful for the opportunities he’s found at 
Linkages. He is determined to make a fresh start for 
himself and for his daughter. 

▲  

FOR INFORMATION about the 
Linkages Program, call Stacey 
DePoe at 732–922–0400 or 
sdepoe@cctrenton.org



PROVIDING BASIC NECESSITIES

We distributed $1,574,258 in medicine, 
clothing and household items to 
individuals and families in need.

ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY

We provided $4,019,409 worth of food to 
individuals and families facing hunger.

PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS

We delivered $2,198,266 in rent, 
mortgage, shelter and utility assistance 
to help individuals and families remain in 
their homes.

A full financial statement may be obtained by writing to: Debbra Elko, Associate Executive Director of Fiscal Affairs
383 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08618

Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025

The following is a summary of revenues and expenses for the 12-month period ending December 31, 2025.                                                                                                                                           
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton continues to be fiscally responsible, fulfilling the stewardship expected by our funders and donors.                                                                                             
Approximately 14% of our budget is spent on centralized administrative costs.  
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REVENUES BY MAJOR SOURCE	 2025

State of New Jersey 	  $24,795,878  
Medicaid and Medicare 	   $20,764,421   
Contributions and Donations	    $8,100,407   
Other Federal, State, County and Municipal Funds	   $5,374,055  
Client and Third Party Fees	   $1,644,276  
Other 	   $1,304,899 
Diocese of Trenton	   $534,640   

TOTAL REVENUE	    $62,518,577   

EXPENSES	 2025

Program Services	   $53,102,224 
General and Administrative	   $8,304,676   
Development	   $528,508   

TOTAL EXPENSES	   $61,935,408

REVENUE

EXPENSES

40%

86%

33%

13%

13%

9%
3%

2% 1%

1%
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We are honored to recognize the generous supporters who make our mission possible. Your compassion and commitment strengthen our  community 
and bring hope to countless lives. We could not do this lifesaving work without you.

VISIONARY CIRCLE
$100,000+ 
Mr. and Mrs. J. George Reilly*	

SHAREHOLDER CIRCLE	
$50,000-99,999 
Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. James Knipper*

Community Foundation of NJ 
Donna and John Kuchinski*

HERITAGE CIRCLE
$25,000-49,999 
Anonymous (2)

Oceanaire Women's Golf Association

Sentinel Management Services 
Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Tesoro	

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE	  
$10,000-24,999 
Anonymous

Archer

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J. Berlik*

Ms. Joan M. Birchenall

Mr. and Mrs. William Bohnett

Citizens Philanthropic Foundation*

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Cummings*

D'Olier Foundation

Mr. Vincent Giordano

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Gordon

Investors Bank Foundation*

Mr. and Mrs. Devin Kelley

Peter R. and Cynthia K. Kellogg 
Foundation

Mr. Ting Kung

LFH Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Angelo J. Milioto

Mr. Paul C. Miller

NJM Insurance Group

Mr. Michael Nowak

Mr. and Mrs. George Penn

Recycle America, Inc.

Ms. Kathleen Reilly

Mr. and Mrs. George Richardson

Mr. and Mrs. John Schell

Mr. William G. Spedding

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Walsh*

Mr. and Mrs. David T. Wright	

INVESTOR CIRCLE
$5,000-9,999 
Mr. Varghese Abraham

Amboy Bank

Anonymous (2)

Mr. and Mrs. J. Mark Baiada

Mr. Arthur J. Christian

Co-Cathedral of St. Robert           
Bellarmine

The James and Loretta Colotto 
Foundation

Dr. Michael Coyle, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W. D'Alessio

First Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Gallagher

Greenbriar Oceanaire                    
Men's Club

Mrs. Mary Ellen Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Hooker

Mr. Walter J. Hopkin

HP Women's Group

Ms. Alice Jones

Mr. Stanley J. Koreyva, Jr. and Ms. 
Gayle Hoffman*

Ms. Marlene Laó-Collins*

Mr. Daniel F. Lundy

Ms. Ann C. Neary

NJ State Employees Charitable 
Campaign

Order of Saint John of Jerusalem 
of Rhodes and Malta American 
Association

Joel and Lynn Perlmutter Family 
Foundation

Mr. Joseph F. Picarello

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Powell

Rapps Pharmacy

Ray Catena Auto Group

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Savage

The Savino Family                               
Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shannon

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sicree

Stark & Stark

Ms. Diane P. Sullivan and Mr. 
William Ricigliano*

Mr. Damian Sylvia

Ms. Rita M. Szatny

Mr. David L. Toner

AMBASSADOR CIRCLE	
$1,000-4,999 
Alpha Baptist Church of Christ, Inc.

Anonymous (3)

Ms. Lynn Aywlard

The Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation

Mr. Stephen Bolch

Mr. Mark S. Bolgar and Mrs. 
Bethanne Warrack

Booz Allen Hamilton Holding 
Corporation

Bristol Myers Squibb

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brogan

Mrs. Annmarie Brownmiller

Mr. Anthony Bueti

Mr. and Mrs. Pawel Buraczynski

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Burton

Ms. Frances Campo

Capital Health System

Capitol City Protection Services

Mr. Michael Carlowicz

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Casazza

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Casella

Mr. Kelly Catania

Ms. Julie Caucino

Ms. Helen Cerulli

Mr. Mearl Chandler, Jr.

Church of St. Denis, Manasquan

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Cinque

The Citta Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Clifton

2025 DONORS
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Mr. and Mrs. David Collins

Mr. Edward M. Convey

Mr. Richard Crowe

The Curchin Group, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. James Curry*

Mr. Edward DalSanto

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. DeFalco, Jr.*

Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. DeMarco

Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. DeSandre

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dettling

Diocese of Trenton

Mrs. Fran Dockery

Ms. Kathleen Dolly

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Domzalski

Ms. Maria Dougherty

Ms. Caroline Duffy

Ms. Mary Ann Dworak

Mr. Robert Earle

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Ehrhardt

Elegance in Surface Concepts, LLC

Mr. Chester Ernst

Mrs. Josephine Esquivel and Mr. 
Joseph Murphy*

Mr. Francis Felser and Mr. David 
Shaver

Mr. Paul G. Fink

Ms. Marie Flanagan

Mr. Frederick Flockhart

Ms. Martha Fonseca

Mr. and Mrs. Val A. Formica

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Fusco

Mr. Frederick Galdo

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Galuchie*

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Garzillo

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gilchrist

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Gillespie

Ms. Rosemary C. Gleeson

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Goodwine

Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Gorman

Mr. Matthew Gowen

Mr. Francis Gramlich

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Guyler

Ms. Marian Guzman

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hamilton

Mrs. Mary Louise Hartman

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Henniger

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Herlihy

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Herr

The Honorable and Mrs. John J. 
Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Hurley

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Inverso

Mr. and Mrs. William Isele

Jacksonville Presbyterian Church

Janeil Charitable Fund

Jersey Shore Running Club

Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies

Ms. Jennifer Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Keevey

Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Kemmerer

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kesolits

Mr. and Mrs. Michael King

Ms. Emily M. Kline

Knights of Columbus Lawrence 
Council #7000

The Kotzas Family Charitable 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Krauss

The KRT Charitable Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Kuser, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leonard

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph LiPuma

Little Mill Country Club Men's Golf 
Association

Local 106 IUE Women's Committee

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Loza

Reverend Kevin MacDonald

Ms. Judith A. MacLachlan

Ms. Bernadette Maes

Manasquan Bank

Marlton Woman's Club

Mason's Bar & Grill

Mr. Matthew Mazur

Ms. Mary F. Mazzucca

Ms. Frances A. McElhill, Esquire*

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
McLaughlin*

Medford Lodge #100

Mercedes-Benz of Princeton

Mr. and Mrs. William Mestichelli*

Ms. Carol Lynn Miller

Ms. Diane Millhiser

Mirage Women's Club

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Mollo

Mt. Holly Elks Lodge

Mullooly Asset Management, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. William Murphey

Ms. Theresa M. Murray

Mr. Patrick Naddeo

Naye Cleaning Service

Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Neville

New Jersey Natural Gas

Mr. William L. Niedrach

Novartis

Mr. John O'Brien

Ocean First Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. O'Neill

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard P. O'Reilly

Mr. and Mrs. William Orlowski

Orthodox Church of the Holy Cross, 
Medford

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, 
West Trenton

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Painting

Parker McCay

Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Pena

Mr. Derek Pepchinski

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Powderly

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Pratico*

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Price

PSEG Foundation

Ms. Sheryl Quiatchon-Larsen

Mr. and Mrs. David Rapuano

Ms. Brenda Rascher*

Mr. John M. Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. David Ricci

Mr. David Richards

Mr. and Mrs. William Richardson

Mrs. Suzanne Richer                    
and Mr. Jean-Pierre Geronimi

Ms. Jessica Roberti

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Rodrigues

Mr. Brian Rogosky

Rotary Club of Toms River          
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Rotary Club of West Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. George Rovnyak

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Ryan

Mrs. Barbara Sanna

Dr. John Schmidt and                     
Dr. Rita Watson

Mr. James Schubert

Ms. Gladys Schultz

Ms. Leslie Sharp

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Sheehy

Mrs. Anna Marie Skalka

Ms. Carol Slocum

Soroptimist International of Long 
Beach Island

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Spencer

Ms. Kathleen M. Spivey

Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox 
Church, Ladies Philoptochos 
Society

Mr. Gerard St-Cyr

St. Catharine - St. Margaret Parish

St. Charles Borromeo Holy Name 
Society

12
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Stahley

Mr. and Mrs. Derek Steelberg

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Stimmel

Mr. George M. Strack

Mr. Robert Strzalka

Mr. Warren Swindlehurst

Mr. Robert R. Tamashunas

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Tamburri

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tanzola, Jr.

Mrs. Mary Thomas

Ms. Michele Thomas

Ms. Marie Trackim

Dr. and Mrs. James Turro

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tusay

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald J. Ukrainski

United Way of Monmouth & 
Ocean Counties

USA Phone Centers, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Valentin, Jr.*

Virtua Health

Virtua Wellness

Mr. Gregory M. Weber

Ms. Kathleen Whittaker

Wild and Free Yoga

Mr. Michael Wilson

The David and Kathleen M. Wojcik 
Foundation

Ms. Annemarie Woods

Woolman Construction, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Woram

Mr. James Wyser-Pratte

Mr. John Yavorsky	

PARTNER CIRCLE
$500-999 
Mr. and Mrs. John Adamiak

Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Adams

Ms. Diane Ailey

Ms. Julia G. Algeo

The Allied Group

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Alpaugh

Mr. Stuart Altschuler

Anonymous

Anywhere Integrated Cares

Apple, Inc.

Ms. Ashley Augustin

Mr. Steven Balawajder

The Bank of Princeton

Barnegat Religious Society of 
Friends

Ms. Eva Bennett

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bennett

Ms. Deborah M. Berkowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Berman

Mr. Robert Bernard

Mr. John A. Binko

Ms. Lynda Blacknall

Ms. Christine Bounce

Ms. Ellen Boyle

Mr. Edward T. Brady 

Mr. Jude Robert Bratman

Ms. Mary Breitwieser

Mr. Theodore Brogowski

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bronczyk

Mr. and Mrs. Terence J. Brundage

Mr. James Caccese

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Callahan

Mr. Tyler Callahan

Capitol Floor Covering, Inc.

Mr. John Carlucci

Mr. Stephen Carr

Catholic Community of Hopewell 
Valley

Catholic Youth Organization of 
Mercer County

Ms. Catherine Chmielewski

Reverend Charles Cicerale

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Cipriano

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Clark

Mr. and Mrs. James Cleary

Ms. Elizabeth Connelly

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Corbley

Mmes. Victoria and Dawn Cranga

Ms. Jennifer Crea Aydjian

Ms. Tara Crowley

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Currie

Mr. John Czaplicki

Ms. Doris Czarnecki*

D. Gordon Controls, Inc.

Dana Communications, Inc.

David DePaola & Company         
Real Estate

Mr. James H. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Frank De Nave

Reverend John Dermond

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dharte

Mr. Rocco Ditaranto

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Dole

Mrs. Carol Doyle

Miss Ann C. Duffy

Mr. Jeff Dunleavy

Ms. Wanda W. Dunphy

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Elko*

Erlton Fire Company, No 1

Mr. and Mrs. Raul Esquivel

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Freeman

Mrs. Elizabeth Garver

Ms. Liesha Getson

Mr. William S. Gettings

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Gittings

Mary F. Goertz-Mey

Mr. and Mrs. Steven P. Goodell

Ms. Meghan Gross

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Haggerty, III

Ms. Mary F. Haigney

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hartzell

Ms. Kathleen Hellstern

Mrs. Mary Jo Herbert

Mr. Michael Herbert

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Highland

Ms. Kathleen VanHouten

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hugick

Ms. Rica Iledan

IMF

Ms. Devika Ingle

Ms. Mary Inkrot

Iorio Construction Company

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Imof

John F. Pfleger Funeral Home

Arnie Kahlenberg Charity Fund, Inc.

Ms. Jean Karl

Ms. Joan Kautsky

Mr. and Mrs Kenneth Kawalek

Mr. William Kearns

Ms. Laurie Knott

Mr. Thomas P. Kopera

Mr. Richard Koreyva

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Korotky

Ms. Annamarie Kostura

The Kugel Briegs Group, Merrill 
Lynch Wealth Management

Mr. W. Timothy Kuser

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Leip

Leone & Daughters Realty          
Management Corp.

Liberty Mechanical Services, Inc.

Lockheed Martin, Public Affairs 
Support Services

Ms. Susan Lyons-Dilts

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. 
MacFeeters

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Magee

Mr. Paul G. Manko

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maroney

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Maruca

Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Masny

Mr. and Mrs. William Massa

Mr. George Mates

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Mayer

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J.               
McGeachen
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Mr. and Mrs. James McIlvain

Ms. Anna Mercatili

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald T. Michael

Mrs. Andrea Mitchell

Monmouth County Child Advocacy 
Center

Moorestown Lions Club

Ms. Patricia A. Murphy

Mr. James Napolitano

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Nodes

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Norman

Notre Dame High School

Ocean County College

Most Reverend David M. O'Connell

Ms. Nancy O'Dowd

Mr. and Mrs. George Olexa

Ms. Hollis Painting*

Ms. Christine Palermo

Mrs. Alice M. Perry

Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Petrie

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pettrow*

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pfeffer, III

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Pinder

Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli

Mr. Ciro Porricelli

Ms. Patricia Porter

Primepoint

Ms. Rebecca Rakoski

Mr. Michael Reap

Monsignor Eugene Rebeck

Riverton Porch Club

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Roman

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Rossano, Jr.

Rue Insurance

Mr. Ronald Ruggiero and Mr. Frank 
Ruggiero

Rutgers

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Ryan

Sacred Heart Rosary Altar Society, 
Bayhead

Mr. David Salewski

Ms. Mary Savage

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Savage

Scarlet Ladies Of Columbus

Mr. Walter A. Schmidlin, Jr.

Ms. Barbara Schwait

Mr. Gabriel Sette

Mr. Steven Shivick

Ms. Betsy B. Smith

Mr. Allen Sockol

Mr. John Sparrock

St. David the King Church,        
Princeton Junction

St. Isidore Parish, Altar Rosary 
Society of Assumption

St. Joan of Arc Church, Marlton

St. Paul's Church, Princeton

Ms. Colleen Sweeney

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Taets

Mr. and Mrs. Noel Terranova

Mr. Joseph T. Threston

Ms. Kathleen Tracey

Trent HR, LLC

United Way of Greater Newark

Mr. Christopher Urso

Mr. Richard A. Van Den Huevel

Mr. Carl Van Dyke and Ms. Louisa Ho

Ms. Rose Mary Viggiani

Mr. Harry A. Warren

Mr. Paul Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Westhoven

Ms. Barbara Wheeler

Ms. Kellie Wickersham

Mr. Robert Woertz	

If you made a contribution 
and it is not listed here, 
please contact Jennifer Leip, 
Director of Development and 
Marketing at 609–394–5181, 
x1137 or jleip@cctrenton.org.
We sincerely regret any                          
errors or omissions. 

*All or some of these 
donations were designated 
to the Restoring Dignity, 
Giving Hope campaign.

Ready to make a difference?
Call toll-free 844–470–4483

Or visit: catholiccharitiestrenton.careasy.org

Do you have an old car, boat, motorcycle or trailer that’s just sitting in your 
driveway? That unused vehicle can become a lifeline for a neighbor in need.

When you donate your vehicle to Catholic Charities, you’re doing more than 
clearing space – you’re helping provide food, shelter and critical support to 
struggling families right here in our diocese. And – we’ve made it easy for you!

Through our trusted partnership with Charitable Adult Rides & Services (CARS), 
donating is hassle-free. Simply call or fill out a short online form and CARS will 
take care of the towing, provide you with a donation receipt and handle all the 
necessary paperwork. Best of all, the proceeds from your vehicle will go directly 
toward helping those in need.

G I V E  H O P E  A  L I F T  -  D O N AT E 
YO U R  U N U S E D  V E H I C L E ! 
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M A K E   A   D I F F E R E N C E   I N   YO U R   C O M M U N I T Y

A LEGACY OF GIVING
The Legacy Society honors a distinguished group of donors who have made a 
lasting commitment to serving those in need by including Catholic Charities, Diocese 
of Trenton in their estate plans. Their generosity helps secure a stable financial 
future for the life-changing programs we provide. Through their trust and dedication, 
our mission will continue to serve the community for generations to come.

We are proud to recognize the following Legacy Society members whose          
generosity advanced our mission in 2025:

If you have already included Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton in your estate 
planning, thank you. We would be grateful if you would let us know to ensure our 
allocation of your gift aligns with your intentions.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Leip at 609–394–5181, x1137.

•	Estate of Doris Anderson Moore

•	Estate of Johanna J. Schino

•	Estate of Willie Tinnemeyer

•	Estate of Rose Marie Wirth

Thank you to the 1,333 volunteers who generously shared their time and talents with 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton. Together, you contributed an incredible 13,451 
hours of service in 2025, strengthening our mission and uplifting our community.

Volunteers are essential to our work. One meaningful way to get involved is by 
joining a County Board, where you can directly support neighbors who turn to us 
in times of need.

To learn more, contact Tracy Gillespie at tgillespie@cctrenton.org or                               
609–394–5181 x1126.

One person, one family at a time – we help people overcome adversity and trauma.

BURLINGTON OCEAN

MERCER MONMOUTH



383 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08618

See how we 
make a difference. 
Ask Siri to take you 
to Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Trenton —   
no typing required.

Guardian Angel 
DinnerFriday, September 18 

6:00 pm 
The Boathouse

West Windsor, NJ

SAVE THE 
DATE

Special Thanks 
to Our Angel of 
Light Sponsor


