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The COVID-19 pandemic, civil 
unrest, and polarizing politics of the 
past year and a half have tested our 
faith. Without warning, life changed 
dramatically. We could not visit our 

loved ones to grieve or celebrate life’s big and small 
moments together, at a time when we needed each other 
the most. Domestic violence, food insecurity, mental 
health challenges, and job losses increased. We easily 
could have been paralyzed by fear. But as people of faith, 
we did not allow fear to have the last word. 

We learned to adapt and interact in a different way, 
using technology like Zoom and organizing drive-by 
celebrations. Our supporters sprang into action to 
help their vulnerable neighbors through our services. 
Foundations and corporations reached out to support 

our work, knowing we help those most in need. Our 
employees rose up to meet their own challenges like 
children schooling from home. Throughout, we remained 
dedicated to our commitment as essential employees. 
Faith, hope, and charity united us for the greater good.   

As the summer approaches and we look forward 
to normalcy returning, let us not forget that recovery 
takes time. Our community will continue to need help, 
and we remain deeply grateful that you are here to join 
us in our mission. 
God bless you, and stay well.

Dear Friends and Supporters of 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton:

The past year and a half have been 
a source of crisis, anxiety, and fear 

for the whole world, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As has been the case so often before here in the Diocese 
of Trenton, when our needs were the greatest, Catholic 
Charities responded with characteristic generosity and 
commitment. As Bishop of the Diocese of Trenton, I am 
so grateful to the board, administration, staff, volunteers, 
and benefactors who make the presence of Christ and 
the service of Catholic Charities so keenly felt among 
those most in need, not only in times of crisis but 
throughout the year – this year, every year! 

These pages bear dynamic witness to the good work 
of Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton. I hope you 
enjoy reading the spring newsletter and annual report 

as a reflection of what YOU make possible. You will 
become acquainted with people to whose lives Catholic 
Charities and YOU have made an amazing contribution. 

I want to encourage all those who turn to Catholic 
Charities in need: do not lose heart. I want to thank 
those who are always so generous to Catholic Charities: 
give your heart. I want to support those who labor on 
behalf of Catholic Charities: remain its heart. May the 
grace of God keep our hearts beating together as one. 

The words of Saint Augustine ring so true: “Charity is 
the root of all good works.” My dear friends, every act of 
charity is a stepping stone to heaven. May God bless you. 

Gratefully in the Lord,

Most Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M., J.C.D.

The Spirit and 2020 Annual Report                        
are published by Catholic Charities,                     
Diocese of Trenton, Development                                              
and Marketing Department.

383 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08618 
609-394-5181

Publisher: Marlene Laó-Collins

Editor-in-Chief: Nancy Tompkins

Writer: Dana DiFilippo

Designer: Miroslav Farina

Photographer: Dana DiFilippo

Thanks to our donors. Your 
support makes these success 
stories possible.

from the EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Marlene Laó-Collins 
Executive Director
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A PAUSE AND... YOU MOVE FORWARD                          
Living with Mental Illness

With pandemic restrictions easing 
as summer approaches, people from 
Princeton to Palmyra are planning 
road trips, parties, and more. Tricia 
Risley is brushing up on motherhood. 

Tricia lost custody of her daughter 
eight years ago because of her mental 
illness. But now, the 15-year-old 
is coming to live with her for the 
summer - and maybe for good. Tricia 
is nervous. She doesn’t have as much 
money as her daughter’s father, 
and she lives a quiet life. Will her 
daughter be bored?

“I forget how to be a mom!” she 
said. “I hope I don’t make too many 
mistakes.”

Benjamin Watson is quick with 
words of reassurance: “You’ll make 
some, because parents do. The key is 
to learn from them.”

Watson works for Catholic 
Charities’ Program for Assertive 
Community Treatment, where 
Tricia has been a client since 2014. 
The program, known as PACT, 
serves people with serious, persistent 
mental illness who have a history of 
hospitalization and risk returning 

to institutional settings. The goal of 
treatment, which includes psychiatric 
medical intervention, counseling, 
vocational training, recreational 
outings and transportation, is to 
help people live successfully in the 
community. Catholic Charities has four 
PACT teams - three in Mercer County 
and one in Burlington County. As a 
PACT mental health advocate, Watson 
and other PACT team members make 
regular house calls to counsel and assist 
clients however they need.

Diagnosed at 15, Tricia lives with 
multiple mental disorders including 
severe recurring depression, 
borderline personality disorder, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, panic 
attacks, self-harming, and bulimia. 
She spent so much time in psychiatric 
hospitals from such a young age that 
they “felt like home to me.”

But with PACT’s help, Tricia has 
been hospital-free for over two years. 
Catholic Charities will honor her this 
fall with a Client Achievement Award 
at its Guardian Angel Benefit of Hope.

“Trish has made incredible 
progress in her mental health 

journey,” Watson said. “The word I 
would use to describe her success 
lately is ‘resilience.’ Trish has been 
through some major life challenges 
yet has remained stable and aware 
that she can get through these 
circumstances with her own coping 
skills and the support of her friends, 
family, and mental health team. She 
recognizes that hard times will come 
and go, but she can find ways to 
manage them and come out stronger 
and wiser. We are happy to see her 
having a much better quality of life 
these last months and years, and it’s 
due to her hard work and willingness 
to change and grow.”

Tricia grows bashful in the face 
of such praise. She knows well that 
there’s no cure for mental illness. 
Instead, you learn to cope with it, and 
“that takes work, it takes practice, it’s 
finding out what works for you,” she 
said. She knows many people walk 
her same path and work equally hard 
to overcome life’s challenges. But she 
doesn’t discount her own efforts.

“I am proud,” she said. “I do think I 
came a long way.”

3,564 
People served through our counseling/ 

mental health-focused programs

541
Individuals received addiction-  

focused treatment

5,117
Hours of pre- and post-employment-related 

services provided

359
People served through housing services

444
People received transportation

2,260
People received enhanced medical supports

B E H A V I O R A L  H E A L T H   
S E R V I C E S

2020 HIGHLIGHTS 

continued on page 4 

s

Tricia Risley stands with Benjamin Watson, a Burlington PACT mental health advocate, outside her home.

s
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PARTNERING ON VACCINE OUTREACH   to Speed up Pandemic’s End

This time last year, there seemed 
no end in sight to the coronavirus 
pandemic, with a COVID-19 
vaccine still months away from 
development and approval. But 
what a difference a year makes! 
More than half of Americans have 
gotten at least their first dose of the 
vaccine, and life for many is getting 
back to “normal,” as pandemic 
restrictions ease up.

In April, Catholic Charities 
staff joined the ranks of healthcare 
professionals working to vaccinate 

the public and bring an end to the 
pandemic. Catholic Charities has 
hosted multiple free vaccine clinics, 
inoculating hundreds of people, 
at several program locations in 
Trenton and Burlington County. 
More are planned, as the country 
progresses toward its goal of 
getting at least 70 percent of the 
population vaccinated to reach 
herd immunity. 

“Our work has really focused on 
breaking down barriers to vaccine 

A Pause and... You Move Forward:                                       
Living with Mental Illness (continued)
YOU WILL BE OKAY AGAIN
Since she has been out of the hospital, Tricia launched a 
cleaning business. She self-published two books of poetry and 
is working on a third. She has a longtime boyfriend, and they’re 
considering marriage. She goes to church. She got a car and 
happily chauffeurs any friends-in-need on errands. She hopes to 
expand her cleaning business - or maybe move into a career in 
phlebotomy, which she studied at community college.

And then there’s her daughter. She worries about her because 
mental illness can be inherited. Caring for her daughter gives her 
another reason to prioritize her own mental health.

“My responsibilities help me a lot,” she said. “Knowing that 
my daughter is counting on me keeps me focused and grounded.”

She credits the PACT team with teaching her coping 
strategies - and bringing a deep compassion to their jobs. 
“Even though they’re my case managers, I feel like I developed 
a friendship with them,” she said. They’ve also shaped her 
philosophy about living with mental illness.

“I like the semi-colon as the symbol for mental illness. The 
semi-colon shows that the story doesn’t just end - you take a 
brief pause and then the story continues. Maybe that brief pause 
is you sitting in bed for three days and not eating or brushing 
your hair or your teeth. But then that pause ends, and you move 
forward. It’s okay not to be okay, and when you’re done not 
being okay, you will be okay again,” she said. 

“I’ve had some pretty bad days and weeks,” she added. “But 
I also know what it’s like to be happy, so I know these days will 
pass and I will get happy again.”

FOR INFORMATION about the Program for Assertive 
Community Treatment, contact Program Director                 
Crystal Smith at (609) 396-9777, ext. 2216, or                
csmith@cctrenton.org.

s Trenton Mayor Reed Gusciora, pictured with our Chief Nurse                   
Executive Lisa Merritt and Executive Director Marlene Laó-Collins, visited 

our Behavioral Health campus in Trenton to see our vaccine outreach.



5The Spirit — Summer 2021

PARTNERING ON VACCINE OUTREACH   to Speed up Pandemic’s End

access in the Hispanic and Black 
communities, which have been 
disproportionately impacted by 
COVID-19,” Executive Director 
Marlene Laó-Collins said. “All sorts 
of things can keep someone from 
getting a vaccine, including language 
and transportation barriers. We have 
bilingual staff. We have vans to come 
get you. Fear is behind some of the 
vaccine hesitancy, so we really try 
to address that too and get across 
the message that getting a vaccine is 
much safer than getting COVID-19.”

The vaccine clinics have had 
another positive effect - they’ve 
strengthened Catholic Charities’ 
bonds with its community partners, 
as providers team up on vaccine 
outreach, Laó-Collins added. 
Catholic Charities’ partners in 
this work have included the City 
of Trenton, Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital Hamilton, the 
Trenton Health Team, the Latin 
American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Thomas Edison 
State University, the Visiting Nurse 

FOR INFORMATION on 
Catholic Charities’ vaccine 
outreach, contact Community 
Health Nurse Educator Lauren 
DeVries at (609) 819–6690, 
ldevries@cctrenton.org or visit 
www.catholiccharitiestrenton.org/
covid-19-community-outreach.

Association of Central Jersey, 
Drexel University’s College of 
Nursing and Health Professions, 
and Rapps Pharmacy.

As a provider of essential 
public health and social services, 
Catholic Charities stayed open and 
fully operational throughout the 
pandemic. The vaccine outreach 
is one other way that the agency 
strives to help people, scores of 
whom have been profoundly 
impacted by the pandemic, recover, 
Laó-Collins said. 

“We are used to acting with 
urgency to help people, however 
they need us,” she said. “We know 
it may take months - maybe years 
- for people to recover from this 
pandemic. We remain focused on 
our mission, and we will be here to 
ensure they recover.”

754  
Families received crisis intervention and 

stabilization services

1,412
Individuals received support, case 
management, and other services                        

through El Centro

 3,844    
Children and adults received counseling and 

support services to help with trauma 

534
Individuals were provided with immigration 

support and counseling services

 184
Individuals were provided with English as a 

Second Language (ESL) classes

C H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I LY 
S E R V I C E S

2020 HIGHLIGHTS 

s Brooke Clegg of Ewing winces as she gets a vaccine at one of several 
free, walk-in vaccine clinics Catholic Charities hosted in May.
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At first glance, Nathaly seems 
like any other 16-year-old - shy 
around strangers, weary in the way 
over-busy teenagers can be, and 
ping-ponging steadily to and from 
her computer screen as the virtual 
school days at her North Jersey 
high school demand.

But just a year ago, life was 
very different. Nathaly lived with 
her family in Ecuador, where the 
coronavirus pandemic worsened 
poverty’s longtime stranglehold on 
the South American country. More 
than 52 percent of Ecuadorians 
now live in poverty, by some 
estimates, with school dropout 
and child labor rates rising. (In 
comparison, the U.S. poverty rate is 
about 12 percent.) Pregnant at 15, 
Nathaly feared the future.

Without a word to her family, 
she left home last December, her 
sights set on a better life in the 
United States. Twelve years ago, 
her aunt Betty had made a similar 
decision. Betty’s journey across the 
border had been perilous, but she’d 
since built a safe, comfortable life 

in North Jersey. Wanting the same 
for her niece, she bought Nathaly 
a plane ticket to Mexico - and 
prayed for God to protect her as she 
traveled alone by bus and foot the 
remaining distance to Texas.

The journey through Mexico 
took seven days. Along the way, 
Nathaly met two other teen 
émigrés, and they drew strength 
from each other as they navigated 
the harsh desert and carefully 
avoided strangers in Juárez, a 
border city with a violent history 
especially for women. At the Texas 
border, they found a dry river bed 
to cross, and the brighter future 
they’d suffered for at last seemed 
within their grasp.

Then Border Patrol swarmed. 
The immigration agents caught 
all three girls and put them in 
immigration detention shelters, 
where a judge would decide their 
fate. Nathaly, though, felt only relief.

“At least we’re going to be 
alive,” thought Nathaly, who was 
eight months pregnant during her 
grueling trek.

CHILDREN MORE VULNERABLE
For many immigrants caught 
after entering the U.S. without 
documentation, deportation 
can be an unavoidable fate. But 
for unaccompanied minors like 
Nathaly, the future is a bit more 

complicated. Federal law mandates 
protective procedures for them, 
recognizing the higher risks that 
they, as vulnerable children, face 
of exploitation, trafficking, or 
violence. And a new federal policy 

s Lisa Lawson (standing) with administrative assistant Nelly Wetzel (seated) 
at Catholic Charities’ Family Access Center in East Windsor

HELPING CHILDREN FIND STABILITY after Dangerous Journeys

s Betty, Nathaly, Betty's daughter, and Nathaly's baby sit with Marilyn Zeno                                                                                                                                             
    of Catholic Charities' Safe Passages program.
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enacted in February aims to speed 
up their release and reunification 
with their families.

That’s where the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) comes 
in. The USCCB created a program 
called Safe Passages that reunites 
unaccompanied, undocumented 
minors who have been apprehended 
by immigration authorities with 
sponsors in the U.S. (typically family 
members). In New Jersey, Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Trenton steps 
in after that reunion to provide 
services statewide that help the 
children find stability and normalcy 
as their immigration cases proceed 
through the legal system. The need 
is acute: In March alone, Border 
Patrol apprehended nearly 19,000 
unaccompanied children at the 
border, a record since at least 2009, 
according to federal figures.

At Catholic Charities, Marilyn 
Zeno works at the program, which 
is based at Community Services in 
Lakewood and has been in place 
since 2012. Catholic Charities 
helped about 70 children last year 
and so far this year in New Jersey 
through Safe Passages.

“We provide them all the 
resources and referrals they need 
to move on,” Zeno said. “For 
example, if you are undocumented, 
you don’t have insurance. So we 
help them apply for charity care to 
cover medical bills. We help them 
enroll in school. We help them get 
ID. If mental health is a concern, 
we connect them with guidance 
counselors and mental health care. 
We help them connect with pro 
bono attorneys to handle their case. 
We do whatever we can to help them 
find stability and safety here.”

For Nathaly, that meant 
transferring her immigration case 
from Texas to New Jersey, where 

she now lives with her aunt. It also 
meant ensuring she got obstetric 
and pediatric care for the baby boy 
she gave birth to in February.

Nathaly wants to stay in the U.S. 
and become a citizen. She dreams of 
someday becoming a doctor. But the 
baby is her overriding purpose now. 

“I want to finish my education so 
I can give my son what I never had 
in Ecuador,” she said.

43,626 
Visits to our food pantries

25,352
Visits for information and referral services

378 
Individuals received assistance with food stamps

771
Households received                          

assistance during the holidays

127
Individuals provided with assistance  

through immigration support services

781
Elderly residents received help with home repairs

430  
People assisted in obtaining permanent housing

1,191
Rent/utility assistance payments made

FOR INFORMATION on Safe 
Passages, contact Program 
Supervisor Daniel Correa at                    
(732) 363–5322 or                                                                                                                                               
dcorrea@cctrenton.org.
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Children migrate to the U.S. for the same reasons adults do – 
most often to escape violence, food insecurity and poverty in their 
home countries. Often, they migrate to join parents or relatives 
already living here.

CHILD MIGRATION TRENDS
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Rachel Johnston is the 
community affairs manager 
of Providence House 
Domestic Violence Services 
in Ocean County.

A SUPERHERO GIVES BACK after Life-saving Help

Plenty of people respect their 
mothers. Karen’s kids so revere her 
that they call her Wonder Woman. 

“They buy me t-shirts, mugs - 
I’ve got every trinket that’s Wonder 
Woman-themed,” she laughed. 
“It’s the most endearing term they 
could ever use for me. I guess they 
see me as their hero because I 
battled the beast and I slayed the 
dragon and I protected them the 
whole way through.”

The beast and dragon was 
her ex-husband, who she met 
as a teenager and married soon 
after. “My marital relationship 
was volatile from Day 1,” Karen 
recalled. “The abuse was verbal, 
emotional, physical, financial. He 
cheated constantly. The more I 
uncovered, the more violent and 
controlling he got. Two children 
and three houses later, we had our 
‘ways,’ where you could feel that 
tension building and you knew 
something was going to happen. I 
felt suffocated, but I didn’t know 
who to tell, where to turn, what 
to do. I was so afraid to get the 
authorities involved, because he 

always told me, ‘I will kill you. I 
already know where I’ll bury you.’”

Her hesitation ended the day he 
attacked her during an argument, just 
after she’d gotten out of the shower. 
She fled in only her towel and sped to 
her parents’ home nearby.

“I had never told anybody any of 
this was going on, because for the 
two of us, it was normal. I never 
thought whether the neighbors 
could hear. So when I got to my 
parents, I was still in my towel, 
shivering, screaming, ‘let me in! Let 
me in!’” she said. 

JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY
Her parents called the police, who 
retrieved Karen’s children from 
school and took them to a Safe 
House run by Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Trenton’s Providence 
House Domestic Violence Services 
in Ocean County. Karen and her 
children stayed there a few weeks, 
until she secured a restraining order.

At Providence House, she and 
the children attended counseling 
and received specialized services. 
Providence House legal advocates 

accompanied Karen to her court 
dates as she petitioned for the 
restraining order. She participated 
in support groups and found 
comfort in learning that other 
women shared her struggle and 
grew stronger as they recovered. 
Providence House also ensured 
her family had happy holidays, 
providing gifts for the kids when 
Karen’s finances were tight.

“Providence House gave me a 
safe place to stay, clothing for the 
kids, food, everything we needed, 
even right down to the toys. My 

kids loved that they made friends 
there. It was like making the best of 
a bad situation,” she remembered. 
“If it was not for that support, I 
would still be in that relationship. 
Without everything they did for us, 
honestly from my heart, I would 
not be the person I am today.”

Even after they left the Safe 
House, Karen programmed 
Providence House’s 24/7 hotline 
into her phone.

“I always knew they were just 
a phone call away - and I did call,” 
she said. “There are a lot of gray 

s



areas, where I wouldn’t know if 
something violated the restraining 
order. I would see his car go by my 
house. Is that a violation? Because 
he’s allowed to drive in the street. 
So I would call the hotline. They 
were always so patient and kind.”

That was 17 years ago. Karen 
is now divorced and her kids are 
grown. But she feels so thankful 
for the life-saving services she 
received at Providence House 
that two years ago, she began 
organizing ongoing fundraisers 
and donation drives for them. 

PAYING IT FORWARD
“I said from Day 1, when I stepped 
in that shelter, ‘If I ever get in a 
position where I can give back, I 
will,’” she said. It took a long time 
to do so, because her ex-husband 
battled her for custody until their 
children were grown, saddling her 
with legal costs that prevented 
Karen from fully reclaiming her life 
for years. Such financial abuse is a 
common control tactic of abusers, 
said Danielle Meyer, director of 
Providence House-Ocean.

Still, in just the past two years, 
Karen’s fundraisers, basket raffles, 
T-shirt sales and more have 
raised about $7,000 in cash and                          
in-kind donations for Providence                 
House-Ocean.

“The gratification I get from 
being able to give back to an 
organization that literally saved my 
life and my kids, there’s no price 
tag on that,” she said. “This is a very 
meaningful thing for me.”

All of Providence House’s 
confidential services are free, and 
the need for them is greater now 
than ever. Domestic violence has 
become a pandemic within the 
COVID-19 pandemic, because 
during community lockdowns                
and quarantines, victims were 
trapped at home with their abusers. 
That’s why Karen’s support is 
especially appreciated.

“Although COVID-19 affected 
most fundraisers, Karen pressed on, 
adapted to a virtual format and had 
her most successful event! Those 
funds couldn't have come at a better 
time for Providence House. She is a 

superhero in our eyes as well!" said 
Rachel Johnston, Providence House-
Ocean’s community affairs manager.

Karen is now engaged to a man 
she’s dated for six years. Her kids 
love him and see every day what 
a healthy relationship looks like. 
They see their mother’s strength, 
resilience, and unwavering support 
for them - and they add to Karen’s 
Wonder Woman collection.

“I’ve been fighting this fight, 
really, my whole life,” Karen said.  
“A relationship should not be 
prison. It should not be fear. It 
should not be horror. It should 
not be control. I’m free from all 
of that now. I just want happiness.                     
And I have it.”

FOR INFORMATION about 
Providence House Domestic 
Violence Services, call                       
(732) 244–8259 in Ocean 
County or (609) 871–7551 in 
Burlington County.
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P R O V I D E N C E  H O U S E 
D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E 

S E R V I C E S

2020 HIGHLIGHTS 
14,078

Direct service hours provided to individuals and                         
their children impacted by domestic violence

470
Individuals impacted by domestic violence and 

their children were provided shelter 

5,844 
Calls fielded by the domestic violence hotline

1,880
Individuals received domestic violence  

training/education
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REVENUES BY MAJOR SOURCE 2020

Medicaid and Medicare  $17,988,969
New Jersey Department of Human Services $14,779,412
Other Federal, State, County and Municipal Funds $9,880,970
Contributions and Donations $2,561,567
Client and Third Party Fees $1,068,468
Diocese of Trenton $450,839
Other $1,090,491

TOTAL PROGRAM REVENUE $47,820,716

EXPENSES BY SERVICE GROUP 2020

Addiction Services $2,227,145
Basic Needs Services $4,978,146
Children’s Services $5,045,217
Housing Services $12,144,487
Mental Health Counseling Services $876,798
Services for the Seriously Mentally Ill $16,650,101
Violence Prevention and Treatment Services $5,231,617

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES $47,153,511

PROGRAM SURPLUS $667,205 

* A full financial statement may be obtained by writing to: Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton; Attn: George Bontcue, Associate 
Executive Director/Fiscal Affairs; 383 West State Street, PO Box 1423; Trenton, NJ 08607-1423; GBontcue@cctrenton.org

30.9% New Jersey Department 
of Human Services

37.6%  Medicaid and Medicare

 10.6% Basic Needs Services

10.7% Children’s Services

25.8% Housing Services

20.7% Other Federal,                                                                                                                                         
                 State, County                                                                                                                                           

                    and Municipal 
Funds

11.1% Violence Prevention and 
Treatment Services

35.3% Services for  
              the Seriously 

Mentally Ill

5.4% Contributions and 
Donations

ANNUAL REPORT 2020
REVENUE + EXPENSES. Following is a pre-audit summary of revenues and expenses for the 12-month period ending December 31, 2020.* 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton continues to be fiscally responsible, fulfilling the stewardship expected by our funders and donors.  
Approximately 12.8% of our budget is spent on centralized administrative costs.  

0.9% Diocese of Trenton

2.3% Other

2.2% Client and Third Party Fees

1.8% Mental Health Counseling Services

 4.7% Addiction Services
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Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton, would like to thank 
the individuals, corporations, and foundations that supported 
our mission in 2020. The following list contains donors who 
contributed $500 or more to the mission of Catholic Charities. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to ALL who gave generously 
throughout the year. Please know that each contribution is valued 
and appreciated. We would also like to thank our more than 
1,185 volunteers for donating more than 10,004 hours in 2020.

Here is the sample language for 
making a bequest to Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Trenton:

"I give and bequeath to Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Trenton:

the sum of $                               ; or

                    percent of my estate; or

the property described herein

to establish/add to the

                                            Fund.

The principal is to be endowed and 
the distributions, as established by the  
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton 
Board of Trustees, shall be used for

                                                  ".

LEGACY CIRCLE
Planned Gifts to  
Catholic Charities
Estate of Marie "Mimi" Cairns

Estate of Lillian D. Olup

VISIONARY CIRCLE
$100,000+
Anonymous

SHAREHOLDER 
CIRCLE
$50,000–99,999
Catholic Charities USA

Robert Wood Johnson                      
Foundation

HERITAGE CIRCLE
$25,000–49,999
Community Foundation                        

of New Jersey

Knights of Columbus

Mr. and Mrs. John Kuchinski

Oceanaire Women's Golf Assoc.

OceanFirst Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. J. George Reilly

WalMart Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
$10,000–24,999
The Allstate Foundation

Betty and Leo Balzereit            
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J. Berlik

BW Nice Network

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Duff

Dynatec Systems, Inc.

Grunin Foundation

Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Ms. Alice Jones

Drs. John and Jean Kirnan

Mr. Daniel F. Lundy

Mr. and Mrs. James McLaughlin

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
Bank of America Corporation

NJM Insurance Group

Ms. Judith M. Persichilli

Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Ms. Kathleen Reilly

St. Catharine-St. Margaret 
Parish, Spring Lake

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Tesoro

INVESTOR CIRCLE
$5,000–9,999
The Allied Group

Alpha Baptist Church, Inc.

Amboy Bank

Archer

Ms. Joan M. Birchenall

Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.

Classis of New Brunswick

Co-Cathedral of St. Robert 
Bellarmine

The James and Loretta Colotto 
Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Sheila J. D'Avino

2020 DONORS

LEGACY CIRCLE

CIRC
LE

 OF FRIENDS

TO DISCUSS leaving a legacy gift, contact 
Nancy Tompkins, director of Development 
and Marketing, (609) 394-5181, ext. 1161, 
or ntompkins@cctrenton.org.
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The Walter R. Earle Memorial                       
Foundation, Inc.

First Presbyterian Church of                                   
Bordentown

First Presbyterian Church of                          
Moorestown

Fulfill

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grbic

Mrs. Mary Louise Hartman

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Hooker

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Keefe

Mr. Paul C. Miller

Ms. Ann C. Neary

NJ State Employees Charitable 
Campaign

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard P. O'Reilly

OceanFirst Bank

Mrs. Caroline Olbis

Mr. and Mrs. George Penn

Ray Catena Motor Car                        
Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Savage

Stark & Stark

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tanzola, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. David T. Wright

AMBASSADOR 
CIRCLE
$1,000–4,999
Mr. Varghese Abraham

Advanced Coring and Cutting 
Corp.

Mr. Stuart Altschuler

Anonymous (5) 

Rev. Ronald Bacovin

Mr. and Mrs. J. Mark Baiada

Ms. Mary Baird

Ms. Faye A. Ball

The Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation

The Bank of Princeton

Barnegat Monthly Meeting 
Religious Society of Friends

Mr. Douglas Bates

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bennett

Beth El Synagogue

Mr. John A. Binko

Mr. Daniel Bland

Mr. and Mrs. William Bohnett

Mr. Stephen Bolch

Mr. Mark S. Bolgar and                                 
Ms. Bethanne Warrack

Borden Perlman Salisbury & 
Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Bourbon

Dr. and Mrs. Brian J. Boyle

Mr. Thomas M. Bozzick and                         
Ms. Laura A. Hagan

Dr. and Mrs. Edward A.                  
Brennan, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brogan

Mrs. Annmarie Brownmiller

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Burriss

Mr. Dennis Bush

Capital Kids

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Card and 
Family

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Carr

Mr. and Mrs. Woody                         
Carsky-Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Casella

Causeway Family of Dealerships

Mr. Arthur J. Christian

Circle BMW

Mr. and Mrs. David Collins

Component Hardware Group, 
Inc.

Diane Connors, MD

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth T.                  
Coppola

Costello Financial, LLC

Crestview Carlton Realty, LLC

Ms. Tara Crowley

The Curchin Group, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W. 
D'Alessio

Mr. Mark Deal

Ms. Sheryl Dellapina

Delva Tool and Machine Corp.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. 
DeMarco

Mr. Christopher DeMasi

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse DeSanto

Dr. and Mrs. John J. DiBiase

Mrs. Fran Dockery

Ms. Kathleen Dolly

Ms. Carol Donahue

Mr. John Donahue

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Donnelly

Dr. and Mrs. Phil Doren

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence M. 
Downes

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Dunne, III

Ms. Mary Ann Dworak

Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Ehrhardt

Ms. Mary Claire Eisenhardt

Ellis Family Foundation

Esposito Construction

Mr. Frederick Flockhart

Hon. and Mrs. Terence P. Flynn

Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Forester

Mr. and Mrs. Val A. Formica

Fraternal Order of Police #5

Mr. Frederick Galdo

Mr. and Mrs. R. Scott Garley

Georgian Court University

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gilchrist

Mr. Vincent Giordano

Ms. Rosemary C. Gleeson

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Golazeski

Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Gordon

Mr. John Gordon

Mr. Matthew Gowen

Nicky Green Foundation Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Gregory

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Grein

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Guyler

Ms. Marian Guzman

HP Women's Group

Mrs. Joanne B. Hall

Halston Builders Assoc.

Ms. Janice Hamersky

Mrs. Mildred Harford

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. 
Harter, Jr.

Mr. William S. Hedley

Mr. and Mrs. James C.                     
Hennessy

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Henniger

Mrs. Mary Jo Herbert

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Herr

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Houser

Hon. and Mrs. John J. Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Inverso

JSPM, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Jaeger

Ms. Margaret M. Jankowski

Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies

Mr. Kenneth Jordan

Ms. Jean Karl

Ms. Susan Kauffman

Mr. Peter R. Kemmerer

Ms. Joann Kerdock

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kesolits

Knights of Columbus Lawrence 
Council #7000

Knights of Columbus - 3630  
Madonna Della Libera Council 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kolano

Mr. Stanley J. Koreyva and                        
Mrs. Gayle Hoffman

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Korotky

The Kotzas Family Charitable            
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Krauss

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Kuser, Jr.

Lammey & Giorgio Architects
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Dr. and Mrs. Vincent Lanteri

Ms. Marlene Laó-Collins 

Law Offices of Lynda L. Hinkle

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Lindstrom

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph LiPuma

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Loza

MSE Employees

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. 
MacFeeters

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Magovern

Mr. John P. Mahoney

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Maier

Manasquan Savings Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Massari

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McCarthy

McCollister's Transportation

Frances A. McElhill, Esquire

Mr. and Mrs. Brian McGrath

Mr. Thomas M. Mellody

Mercedes-Benz of Princeton

Mr. and Mrs. Angelo J. Milioto

Ms. Carol Lynn Miller

MOMS Club of Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis G. Moore

Mr. Jeffrey Napoliello

Mrs. Louis A. Natale, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Neville

New Jersey Natural Gas

NEXUS Assoc. of Realtors 

Mr. Kyle Niederer

Mr. William L. Niedrach

Mr. Michael Nowak

Mr. Michael O'Brien

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. 
O'Neill

Mr. Peter Oleck

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. 
Olimpio

The Late Ms. Mary Lou Oliva

Opdyke Furniture, Inc.

Order of Malta

P&P Pharmacy, LLC

PSEG Foundation

Parker McCay

Mr. Gabriel Parlin

Mr. David Pauly

Penta Investments

Joel and Lynn Perlmutter Family 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Powderly

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Powell

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Pratico

Mr. John Prendergast

Mr. Michael Ragos

Ramsay Leatherman Cloud 
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Repko

Mr. David Ricci

Mr. David Richards

Mrs. Eileen Rinaldi

Mr. Victor Rivera

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Rodrigues

Rotary Club of Toms River

Rotary Club of Willingboro

Mr. and Mrs. George Rovnyak

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Ryan

S&P Global Foundation

Ms. Karen Santosuosso

Ms. Mary Ann Saville

Mr. John Schell

Mrs. Bernadette Schoch

Mr. James Schubert

Ms. Barbara Schwait

Mr. Michael Shannon

Ms. Eileen F. Sheridan

Mr. Raymond Shoenfelt

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sicree

Mr. Kevin K. Singer

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J. Skalka

Sobel & Co., LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Spencer

Ms. Kathleen M. Spivey

St. Charles Borromeo                   
Holy Name Society

St. Francis Medical Center

St. Mary Church, Colts Neck

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 
Moorestown

St. Pius X Church

St. Rose of Lima Church,              
Short Hills

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Stimmel

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Stolbof

Mr. George M. Strack

Ms. Kelly Sullivan

Mr. Damian Sylvia

Ms. Rita M. Szatny

TRG Cares Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Tamburri

Mrs. Mary Thomas

Ms. Cheryl Thompson

Ms. Mary E. Tierney

Mr. David L. Toner

Ms. Kathleen Tracey

Ms. Marie Trackim

Unitarian Universalist Church at 
Washington Crossing

Mr. Walter Varan

Virtua Health

WJH Engineering

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Walsh

The Wawa Foundation, Inc.

Wells Fargo Bank

Whitesell Construction Co., Inc.

Mr. Patrick Wilder

Mr. Michael Wilson

Kate, Duke, Woods and                   
Harriet Wiser

The David and Kathleen M. 
Wojcik Foundation

Women of the Moose #2330

Women's Club at River Pointe

Woolman Construction

Ms. Chryssa Yaccarino

Ruizhi Zhao

PARTNER CIRCLE
$500–999
Mr. and Mrs. John Adamiak

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Adams

Ms. Julia G. Algeo

Alice Paul Institute

All American Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Allegra

Allstate Insurance Agent,              
The Domenick Group

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Amoroso

Mr. and Mrs. Zygmunt 
Andrevski

Ms. Francesca Anello

Anonymous

Atlantic Food Service

Bay Head-Mantoloking                  
PBA 347

Bayada Home Health Care

Mrs. Marion Berry

Mr. Peter Black

Dr. William J. Boyd

Ms. Ellen Boyle

Ms. Mary Breitwieser

Brick Morning Rotary Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Donald Brophy

Bubb Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Pawel Buraczynski

Burlington County Bar                    
Foundation

Ms. Bety Byrd

Mr. James Caccese

Ms. Kathleen Carbery

Carol Murphy for Assembly

Ms. Anne Casale

Mr. Keith J. Casey

Catholic Christmas Campaign, 
Inc.

Mr. Tom Cauley

Ms. Marguerite M. Cavanaugh

Chronic Care Connection

Church of the Holy Spirit

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Cinque

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Citta

Ms. Anne Clifton
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Coastal Financial Advisors, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Colicchio

Mr. Louis J. Corbett

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Cornforth

Victoria and Dawn Cranga

Ms. Cara Cuiule

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Currie

Mr. John Czaplicki

Dr. Sharon Dailey

Ms. Marie DeBlasio

Ms. Mary Lou Delahanty 

Mr. Raymond DeStefano

Mr. Alexander Dodd

Mr. and Mrs. George J. Doehner

Ms. Linda Dolan

Mr. Robert J. Donnenberg

Ms. Kathleen Dougherty

Miss Ann C. Duffy

Ms. Barbara Dura

Mr. Robert Earle

Elegant Smiles of Sea Girt, LLC

Ms. Alice Evans

Ms. Constance Richhart Evans

Exelon

Ms. Nancy Faherty

Ragui Fahmy

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Faistl

Ms. Thomasina Felicetti

Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Ferrara

Mr. Clarence H. Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Fusco

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gamgort

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Garzillo

Mr. Leonard J. Gatti

Genentech, Inc.

Mr. Allen Gerner

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. 
Giordmaine

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Gittings

Mr. and Mrs. Steven P. Goodell

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Gorman

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Haas, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L.                   
Haggerty, III

Ms. Mary F. Haigney

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hanbury

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Hank

Mr. Thomas Hendry

Heritage Point Women's Club

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Herlihy

Ms. Christine P. Ho

Holy Eucharist Church,                     
Tabernacle

Mr. Patrick J. Honey, III

Mr. and Mrs. Ian Hood

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Hurley

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Innes

Intel Foundation

IPPC, Inc.

Mr. Alfonso S. Jones, Jr.

Mr. Julius S. Kazimir

Mr. and Mrs. James Keane

Mr. and Mrs. Devin Kelley

Ms. Barbara Kelly

Mr. Stephen G. Kenny

Mr. and Mrs. John F. King

Ms. Margaret Kirsch

Mr. Thomas P. Kopera

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kuehne

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. 
Kurpiewski

Mr. W. Timothy Kuser

Lanzi Burke Oral &                            
Maxillofacial Surgeons

Mr. and Mrs. Owen P. Layden

Mr. Joseph Lego

Ms. Jennifer Leonard

Liberty Mechanical Services, Inc.

Ms. Margaret Lobur

Ms. Marilyn Lotz

Mr. Thomas A. Loughlin, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William Lynch

M & T Charitable Foundation

Marlton Women's Club

Ms. Sandra Marrapodi

Maser Consulting Foundation

Mr. John E. Masterson

Ms. Anne E. Matthews

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G.                     
Mayer, Jr.

McAlpin Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community Foundation

Mr. Harry McFarland

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. 
McGeachen

Mr. Keith McGuire

Mr. Joseph V. McIlhinney, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McLaughlin

Ms. Patricia Meighan

Merck Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald T. Michael

Mr. and Mrs. Denis J. Michel

Mr. Joe Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Miller

Mirage Women's Club

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. 
Mormile

Ms. Aileen Burick Mory

Mr. Mark Mozgowiec

Mullooly Asset Management

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Vito Nardelli

NJ Chapter of Prof. Women in 
Construction

NJ State Council Knights of 
Columbus

Nottingham Insurance

Most Rev. David M. O'Connell

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Oristano

PHH Mortgage

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Pabreza

Mr. Matthew Pacello

Palmyra Riverton Cinnaminson 
Lions Club

Ms. Cecilia Penna

Mr. and Mrs. William Perilli

Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Petrie

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pettrow

Mr. and Mrs. Picciotto

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. 
Pinder

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Pochini

Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Postel

PRC Group

Prudential Financial

PSEG Power of Giving Program

Ms. Emilie Puzio

Ms. Geralyn Reilley

Ms. Anne Marie Reilly

Mr. John M. Reynolds

Ms. Suzanne Richer and Mr. 
Jean-Pierre Geronimi

Mr. Donald F. Rogers

Dr. George A. Rooney, III

Mr. Mark Russell

Mrs. Eileen Ryan

Mr. Joseph Ryczkowski

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sanna

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Savage

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Sawn

Ms. Marian Schenke

Mr. Walter A. Schmidlin, Jr.

Dr. John Schmidt and                     
Dr. Rita Watson

Ms. Gladys Schultz

Ms. Carole R. Sclafani

Ms. Deirdre W. Senkewicz

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Shaffer

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Michael 
Shipman

Mr. Steven Shivick

Mr. Jerome Short

Ms. Mary Skovron

Mr. Eric Sorensen

Soroptimist International of 
Toms River

St. Ann Church, Keansburg
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St. Denis Church, 
Manasquan

St. Gabriel Church, 
Marlboro

St. Leo the Great School

St. Mary's Episcopal 
Church, Burlington

St. Paul's Church, 
Princeton

St. Rose Church, Belmar

Ms. Barbara Stahley

Ms. Tamara L. Stinson

Mr. Edward Stolbof

Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Sullivan

Mrs. Kathleen M. Sutton

Ms. Colleen Sweeney

Mr. and Mrs. Omar Tamimi

Ms. Michele Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Threston

Ms. Nancy Tompkins and 
Mr. Ronald Logan

Trinity Health

Mr. and Mrs. James Turro

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ugolick

USA PhoneCenters, Inc.

Mrs. Marguerite D. 
Valentini

Mr. Gregory M. Weber

Ms. Ann B. White

William Opdyke Awnings, 
Inc.

Mr. Michael Wladich, Jr.

Women Of Wyngate

Women's Club of Lacey

Ms. Theresa Wright

Ms. Elizabeth Yashinski and 
Ms. Theresa Nevarez

Ms. Sunitha Zacharia

Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Zalkin

Dr. and Mrs. Gregory 
Zollner

 Board of Trustees 

Most Rev. David M. O’Connell, President  

John M. Tesoro, Chair

J. George Reilly, Vice Chair

Marlene Laó-Collins, Secretary

Josephine R. Esquivel

Rev. Msgr. Thomas N. Gervasio

Natalie A. Ghaul

Michael W. Herbert, Esq.

Martin R. Hernandez

Dr. Jack V. Kirnan

Paul J. Kolano 

Stanley J. Koreyva Jr.

John J. Kuchinski

Brenda L. Rascher

Vladimir St. Phard

Caroline R. Taylor



383 West State Street
PO Box 1423
Trenton, NJ 08607-1423

Guardian Angel Benefit of Hope

www.CatholicCharitiesTrenton.org/GABOH2021

It is with great pleasure that we announce plans for our signature fundraiser, the 
Guardian Angel Benefit of Hope. While we hoped to return to a live event, we felt 
it was important for us to keep everyone safe – thus, we will be enjoying from the 
comforts of our own homes once again!

On Thursday, September 9, 2021, we will honor some of our community partners 
who inspire and offer hope to those we serve. We will recognize their efforts to 
support our mission of eliminating poverty, trauma, and adversity in our community.  
The event will also include entertainment, raffles, a silent auction, and much more!


